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there were more seats available for being fairly distributed, you might think that it was not unreasonable to help forward a larger representation of the depressed classes?—My recollection of the papers, sir, is that if Government had had more at its disposal on that occasion, it would have given more.
 197.	So that if the Conference could enlarge the
Assembly so that it was rather more than the present
composition of the House you know nothing from
the point of view of the Government which would
resist the idea that the depressed classes should have
fuller representation ?—That is what I have gathered
from the past action of the Government, sir.
 198.	Sir Hari Singh Gour: What about the women
of India ?    Does that reason that the ratio between
the nominated and elected members cannot be dis
charged because one more depressed class member
cannot be nominated to the Legislative Assembly
hold  good for not nominating a woman member
 to the Assembly in spite of the resolutions passed ?
The Chairman : That is a wholly different point. I do not know whether you, Mr. Dunnett, are in a position to give us any information as to the reasons why or why not, or the view of the Government on that point. It is suggested that there is nothing in the law to prevent a woman being nominated ?— Well, sir, on that I am afraid I will have to take refuge behind a technicality. I have already spoken rather freely on the subject. The fact of the matter is that nomination is not a thing which is in the hands of the Government. It is not done by the Governor-General in Council. It is done by His Excellency the Viceroy.
Sir Hari Singh Gour: There is the resolution of the Legislative Assembly, sir. If only the women were present here to-day, they would have said a lot. In their absence I could only say this much.
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Government of India—continued.
 1.	The  Chairman:    I think you were furnished
with this note of some aspects on which we should
like your help ?— (Mr. B,aig} :  Yes, sir.
 2.	Let us start with the first point, which is a very
important one.'   It has to do with the subject of
Law and Order, and I will, for the purposes of clear
ness,  state the present position and indicate two
suggested lines of alteration, in order that we may
have your view as to how the suggested alterations
will work.    The present position, as I understand,
is that Law and Order is a provincial subject ? —
Well,   sir,  it is not exactly put in that way in
the Devolution Rules.     It is not in  those  exact
terms.
3. Let us put it in the right terms, then ? — Administration of justice, including constitution, powers, maintenance and organisation of civil and criminal jurisdiction within the province, and police, are definitely put down as provincial subjects. That is
Yes. If I look at the Devolution Rules, which -in the red book at page 200 begin with a list of central subjects, and at page 202 begin with a list of provincial subjects, I shall find among the provincial subjects; shall I not, No. 32, Ponce, and No. 17, Administration of Justice, including constitution, powers maintenance and organisation of courts ox Svil and criminal jurisdiction within the province, and then No. 39. Prisons. Those, I think, are the sub-heads, are they not, of provincial subjects that are sometimes, for convenience, referred to as Law and Order ?— Yes. sir. The only point I wanted to make is that under central subjects we have No. 30, criminal law, including criminal procedure.
5. Sir Arthur Froom: And 31.— And 31, the central
Thrwtn : Yes. Then as that works put at present, as I follow, the recruiting of the police f orce that you find in a province, the organisation of it as you find it in a province, the paying for it, or at leaVt voting the grants to pay for it as you.find
 it in a province, and the use of it as you find it in a province, are all things that are done from the province and not from the centre ?—Yes.
 7.	Then when one says that Law and Order, if we
may use that expression, is not only a provincial
subject, but at present is a reserved subject, what
one means, I t^rOr, is that it is not included in the
schedule printed on page 209 of provincial subjects
for transfer ?—Yes.
 8.	It follows that as it is not transferred it remains
reserved ?—Yes.
 9.	That is the present position.    And, of course,
a very important subject in the present constitutional
inquiry is the question whether that  position as
regards Law and Order should continue or whether
it should be changed ?—Yes.
10.	Now it seems to me up to the present that the
suggestions for change broadly speaking take one of
two forms.    There is the suggestion that this subject
of Law and Order should remain provincial,  but
should pass, as transferred subjects have already
passed into the control of a minister who is answer
able to' the provincial legislature.   That is one sug
gestion.    Another suggestion which is made about
it again expressing it in quite general terms, is that
there might be a change in the present position, but
that the change should take this shape, that Law
and C^der^ould be centralised.   Well, I think what
would be very useful to the Conference would be to
know from you, and from Mr. Dunnett if he -wishes
to  add  anything,  how either of  those suggested
alterations might be expected, as a matter of working,
to affect the central administration.    Which would
vou tfrfofr it convenient to take first ?—Perhaps we
might take the suggestion of Law and Order as a,
central subject
11 I fh^fe so, yes. For the moment we might take it rather broadly, not taking the smaller points, but let us have your help as to how it would aflect the working of the constitutional machine.—The first point lhat strikes me about that is to what
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